
John E. Batty Primary 
Year Group Termly Overview 

Year 6 

Subject / 
Area 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Science 

Evolution and Inheritance 

 

 To recognise and understand the story of creation. 

 

 To recognise that living things have changed over 

time and that fossils provide information about living 

things that inhabited the Earth millions of years ago. 

 

 To recognise that living things produce offspring of 

the same kind, but normally offspring vary and are 

not identical to their parents. Begin to learn about 

DNA and genes. 

 

 To identify how animals and plants are adapted to 

suit their environment in different ways and that 

adaptation may lead to evolution. 

 

 To understand how Charles Darwin and Alfred 

Wallace developed their ideas on evolution and to 

understand the theory of natural selection. 

 

 To investigate and know about the work of 

palaeontologists (i.e., Mary Anning) 

 

Living things and their habitats 

 

 To recognise and understand the theory of 

classification and to recognise and understand the 

term ‘taxonomy’. 

 

 To recognise that living things are grouped into 

different kingdoms and explain the six different 

kingdoms of the living world. 

 

 To recognise that living things can be found in a 

variety of habitats and understand the variety of 

habitats. To identify living things from different 

habitats. 

 

 To understand the terms invertebrates and 

invertebrates. To be able to group animals into 

Animals Including Humans 

 

 To recap and describe the ways in which nutrients and 

water are transported within animals, including humans 

through the digestive system 

 

 To explain which foods provide energy for activity, which 

foods contain large amounts of sugar and fat and 

understand that fruit and vegetables are vital to maintain 

good health. 

 

 To know the names of and summarise the major systems 

of the human body (nervous, skeletal, digestive, and 

circulatory). 

 

 To know about the circulatory system – heart, lungs, 

blood. To learn about and summarise the functions of 

arteries and veins. 

 

 To understand that the heart acts as a pump for blood 

and learn about the links between heartbeat and pulse 

rate. 

 

 To be able to locate, collect data and find averages of 

pulse rates. To represent data about pulse rates in a line 

graph and interpret it (by answering questions). 

 

 To be able to understand and then explain what the word 

‘drug’ means. To understand that drugs can help and harm 

you.  

 

 To understand the content of a cigarette and consider the 

possible effects of smoking. 

 

 To evaluate and summarise what we can do to keep our 

bodies healthy. 

 

 

 

 

Light 

 

 To recognise that light travels from a light source in 

straight lines. 

 

 To be able to explain and summarise that they can 

see a light source when light from it enters their 

eyes. 

 

 To investigate how light travels from a light source 

and can be blocked by an opaque object creating 

shadows. 

 

 To investigate and explain that shiny surfaces 

reflect light better than dull surfaces. 

 

 To identify differences between shadows and 

reflections. 

 

 To explain that mirrors can reflect light and change 

the direction in which a light beam is travelling.  

 

 To draw diagrams to show how the angle of 

reflection of a light beam changes when the angle at 

which light hits the mirror is changed. 

 

Revision 

 

 To recognise and understand the movement of the 

Earth, Sun and Moon. 

 

 To be able to identify, understand and explain a 

variety of forces. 

 

 To recognise and understand the stages of the 

human life cycle. 



invertebrates and vertebrates and explain why they 

are in each group. 

 

To understand and explain how Carolus Linnaeus 

developed the theory of taxonomy. 

Electricity 

 

 To be able to draw a diagram of a working circuit using 

standard scientific symbols. 

 

 To be able to examine a circuit diagram and explain how 

they know whether it will work. 

 

 To be able to decide how to investigate changes to 

circuits when different devices are added, or some of the 

wire is made thinner than the connecting wire. 

 

 To predict effects of the changes and compare their 

predictions with their findings. 

 

 To be able to recognise patterns in the results and make 

general statements on the basis of these and suggest 

explanations for the effects of changes. 

 

 To be able to understand that wires are usually covered 

with plastic because plastic is an insulator. 

 

 To understand how to stay safe when working with and 

using electricity. 

 

 

 

 To explain a healthy lifestyle for humans. 

 

 To be able to identify, understand and explain the 

Water Cycle. 

 

 To recognise and understand the components of a 

complete circuit. 

 

 To create, draw and label a circuit diagram. 

 

 To identify, understand and explain how a magnet 

works. 

 

 To be able to identify a variety of light sources 

(natural/man-made). 

 

 To explain how light is reflected/refracted and how 

shadows are formed. 

 

 To be able to identify a variety of sound sources 

(natural/man-made). 

 

 To explain how light is created, changed and how it 

travels. 

 

 To understand and explain solids, liquids, and gases. 

 

To explain the processes of changing state. 

History 

Ancient civilization - Ancient Greece 

 

 Know that the most powerful Greek era lasted from 

2000 BCE and 146BCE (but the earliest dates back 

to 4000BCE) place it on a timeline adding key events 

or people.  

 

 Understand the term democracy and how it fitted 

into how city states were organised and ruled. 

 Know the main four forms of Greek government – 

oligarchy, tyranny, democracy and monarchy, 

 

 Know the names of the major city states of the 

time: Athens, Sparta, Corinth, Thiva, Rodos and 

Conflicts – conditions and impact WWI 

 

 Know that the shooting of Archduke Ferdinand caused 

countries in Europe to fall out and war was declared. 

 

 Know that Britain became involved because Germany 

invaded Belgium 

 

 Know the differences between the Allied nations and the 

Central Powers 

 

 Know that World War One (WWI) started in 1914 and 

lasted four years until 1918 

 

Britain since 1948 

 

 Know that Britain had been devastated by the war 

and how post-war Britain had to build again after 

WWII 

 

 Know and explain the comparisons of different 

aspects of life – across the decades: development of 

technology and its impact upon life in Britain and 

beyond post 1948. 

 

 Know the significant events and changes for each 

decade: shelter, transport, life expectancy/health, 

work, leisure/creative expression fashion, health 



Argos.  

 

 Know about the daily lives of Ancient Greek people 

(rich, poor and slaves) including - shelter/homes, 

transport, life expectancy/health, food, education, 

warfare and the differences between men’s and 

women’s lives. 

 

 Know about Greek religion and Mount Olympus and 

the importance of the Greek gods and temples in 

people’s everyday life and warfare. 

 

 Name some of the significant Gods, their powers, 

what they were god of and their symbols. Including - 

Zeus, Poseidon, Hades, Hera, Ares and Athena. 

 

 Know about significant Greek inventions their impact 

and their influence on today. Archimedes – 

mathematician who invented the Archimedes screw, 

Philo who invented the waterwheel and Hippocrates 

who became known as the father of all medicine – 

Hippocratic Oath. 

 

 Understand the term philosophy and know the names 

of some Greek philosophers and their ideas. Plato, 

who founded the world’s first university, 

Archimedes – mathematician who invented the 

Archimedes screw. Pythagoras who discovered a 

theorem for right-angled triangles 

 

 Know about forms of Greek architecture and the 

names of three types of capitals (tops of columns) – 

Doric, Corinthian and Ionic) and how they were used 

in buildings. 

 

 Know about Greek art and culture including pottery 

(informing/telling stories, sign of wealth) and the 

theatre and its part in society. 

 

 Know about men and Greek theatres and the types of 

plays – tragedies and comedies. 

 

 Know and give examples of the legacy of the Ancient 

Greeks on our lives today (E.g. language, theatre, 

sport/Olympic Games, mathematics, inventions, 

philosophy and architecture/Sir Robert Smirke). 

 

 Know how and why men signed up to fight in the war 

 

 Know about the changes in technology during and after the 

war including the introduction of bi-planes (and 

dogfighting), tanks, ships and the Flying Zeppelin 

 

 Know about trench Life and the impact it had upon fighting 

and the mental and physical effects of fighting from the 

trenches 

 

 Know about the introduction of gas in trench warfare. 

 

 Know the traditional role of women before the war, how it 

changed during the war and their impact upon the 

successful outcome of the war. 

 

 Understand the human cost of the war. 

 

 Know about the war surgeon John McCrae who wrote the 

poem ‘In Flanders Field’ and how it inspired the British 

Legion to use the poppy as a symbol for raising funds for 

wounded soldiers 

 

 Understand the importance of Remembrance Day and why 

society ‘should never forget’. 

 

 Link English reading test of ‘Private Peaceful (Michael 

Morpurgo) as a hook for learning and to understand the 

impact of war on an ‘ordinary’ British family. 

 

Conflicts - War – WWII 

 

 Know that the German invasion of Poland caused countries in 

Europe to fall out and war was declared again. 

 

 Know that Britain became involved because Germany invaded 

Belgium 

 

 Know the differences between the Allied nations and the 

Central Powers 

 

 Know that World War Two (WWII) started in 1939 and 

lasted for six years until 1945 

 

 Know who the main leaders of the countries were during the 

war including Winston Churchill, Adolf Hitler and Franklin 

Roosevelt and how they used propaganda to inform and 

persuade the public. 

and beyond Britain. 

 

 

1948 – 1959 

 Know about the forming of NHS and impact upon 

health and life expectancy 

 

 Know about the development of motorways and its 

impact upon transport and mobility 

 

1960 – 1969 

 Know about the changes in pop culture and impact 

upon young people’s lives, landing of man on the Moon 

and impact of space exploration 

 

1970 – 1979 

 Know about the increase of unemployment and the 

effects upon jobs and life at home 

 

 Know about Britain’s first female prime minister and 

her impact 

 

1980-1989 

 Know about the development of computer science, 

including the development of the internet  

 

1990 – 1999 

 Know about the introduction of the internet and 

mobile technology to the public and their impact 

upon communication 

 

2000 to date 

Know who Nelson Mandela was, his release in 1990 and 

his impact upon apartheid in Africa when he became 

president in 1994 (relate this to the Year 6 PSHE topic 

about prejudice and discrimination). 



 

 Know about the changes in technology during and after the 

war including the introduction of spitfires, bouncing bombs, 

submarines and code breakers and the impact they had on 

the way the war was fought 

 

 Know how the war impacted upon childhood: bombing raids 

(shelters – DT project), rationing, evacuation 

 

 Know about the introduction of nuclear warfare and its 

impact. 

 

 Know the traditional role of women before the war, how it 

changed during the war, their impact upon the successful 

outcome of the war and how it changed women’s roles in 

society. 

 

To understand the human cost of the war including the 

Holocaust and the treatment of Jews (relate the Holocaust to 

the Year 6 PSHE topic about prejudice and discrimination). 

Geography 

Ancient Greece 

 

 To know how to locate and study modern Greece in 

comparison to England 

 

 Know what the difference is between a hill and a 

mountain. 

 

 Know names of and where the four major peaks of 

UK are. 

 

 Name and locate mountain ranges around the world 

including The Alps in Europe and The Andres in 

South America 

 

 Use digital mapping to study Greece – cities, biomes, 

climate 

 

 Know about the economic make-up of Greece today – 

homes, jobs, tourism, currency, flag 

Conflicts – WWI + WWII 

 

 Know how to use European thematic maps (physical, 

economic, resource, climatic maps) – to compare Russia and 

Britain. 

 

 Know how to use globes and atlases to compare Japan and 

Britain. 

 

 Know about the environmental, physical and human 

characteristics (including time zones) of these places 

and capital cities 

-England – London, Buckingham Palace, Thames, Pennines 

-Germany – Berlin, Black Forest, Rhine 

-France – Paris, Eiffel Tower, The Alps, Seine 

-Russia – Moscow, The Kremlin/Red Square, The 

Caucasus Mountain range, Volga river 

-USA – Washington, White House, Rockies, Mississippi  

-Japan - Tokyo, Imperial Palace, Hida Mountains, 

Shinano River 

 

 Revisit latitude and longitude in relation to time zones of 

linked cities. 

 

 Know where and why earthquakes occur – historical and 

impact on land/people. Know what Japan’s policies and 

procedures are around earthquakes and why they have them. 

Britain since 1948 

 

 Know how to use globes and atlases to locate 

Commonwealth countries. 

 Hiroshima/Nagasaki – WWII atomic bomb link 
Recap from History - Hiroshima/Nagasaki and 
impact of the atomic bomb upon the environment. 
 

 Know and explain similarities and differences in 

biomes, climate, positions, human geography, 

industries etc. of a region in any non-European country 

(Japan - Hiroshima/ Nagasaki) with a region of the 

UK- (Teesside, Redcar)  

 
 Name and locate volcanoes found in Japan – impact 

on local area/people. 

 

 Know about the changes in the Commonwealth since 

1948 



Art and 
Design 

Ancient Greece – Quilts 

 

 Research different Ancient Greek gods  

 

 Design an image which represents a Greek god 

 

 Paint and stitch a small Greek-inspired quilt using 

running and blanket stitches. 

 

Ancient Greece – Architecture (junk modelling) 

 

 Research Ancient Greek architecture and the 

features of different buildings from ruins still 

standing today. 

 

 Research how elements from Greek architecture has 

been used in buildings – columns – Ionic, Doric, 

Corinthian 

 

Research the architect - Robert Smirke  (linked to DT) 

whose used Greek features in his building designs – e.g. 

The British Museum, The Royal Mint Design and make a 

junk model of a new building/museum using features from 

Ancient Greek buildings. 

Conflicts – WWI + Churchill Hitler 

 

 Research and discuss Japanese artist Katsushika Hokusai 

 

 Investigate use of painting techniques to create 

mood/emotion and movement in water. 

 

 Use examples as a stimulus for own wave design for the 

front cover of Kensuki’s Kingdom (Linked to English text) – 

use water colours 

 

Linked to maths and properties of 3D shapes 

 

 Investigate how to use pressure to create tone in coloured 

pencil and pastel and how to show tone and shade using 

paint. 

 

 Investigate how to draw and shade 3D shapes through still 

life 

 

Select own 3D shapes, arrange in own still life, draw and shade 

using choice of paint, pastel of crayon. 

Britain since 1948 

 

 Research the graffiti artist Banksy for stimulus 

 

 Use own selected images to recreate Banksy inspired 

art – use of mixed medium – e.g., scrap paper, printed 

images, fragile tape, paint splashes etc. 

 

Famous Artists 

 

 Research the artist Kandinsky who used music to 

inspire his art/prints  

  

Religious 
Education 

Buddhism 

 

 To find out the basic facts of the Buddhist religion. 

 

 To identify key events in the life of the Buddha. 

 

 To understand why the life of the Buddha is 

important for Buddhists. 

 

 To understand the significance of the Buddhist 

shrine and how Buddhists can worship at home. 

 

 To explore how Theravadin Buddhists express their 

faith. 

 

 To explore the concept of community in the Buddhist 

tradition and beyond. 

 

Christmas 

 

 To have a clear understanding of the story of 

Christmas and understand why it is significant to 

Christians. 

 

Life after Death 

 

 To understand: 

-what Christians believe happens when you die 

-what Christians mean by spirit or soul 

-what practical aspects follow a death 

-that saying goodbye is part of the grieving process 

-what Hindus/ Sikhs believe happens when they die 

-that Hindus/Sikhs believe the soul continues after 

death/ is reborn into a new life 

-how karma influences a Hindu’s/Sikh’s life 

-what Humanist’s view on what happens after death is 

-what a Humanist funeral ceremony involves 

 

Easter 

 

 To understand the Easter story and realise its 

significance for Christians. 

 

 To identify ways in which Christians celebrate Easter. 

 

 To know that Good Friday is the anniversary of the 

Crucifixion. 

 

 To understand why Christians believe Jesus is the Light of 

Prejudice and Discrimination 

 

 To begin to understand what a stereotypical view is 

and how we can all have them. 

 

 To understand what prejudice and discrimination is. 

 

 To understand how Christians deal with prejudice 

and discrimination. 

 

 To understand how Buddhists deal with prejudice 

and discrimination. 

 

Inspirational People 

 

 To understand what an inspirational person is and 

what makes them one. 

 

 To understand how people have inspired others by 

actions and words. 

 To compare these inspirational people and the 

techniques they have used. 

 

Major Religions 

 



 To compare and contrast the Gospel stories of 

Christmas from Matthew and Luke. 

 

To begin to understand why there are differences in the 

stories and the implications of this for Christians. 

the World. 

 

 To compare and contrast the church on Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday and recognise the significance of Easter 

Sunday. 

  

 To understand that the major religions believe there 

is only one God and that we exist because of him.  

 

 To understand that the major religions all teach 

that we should do unto others what we would want 

to be done to us. 

 

 To understand that all Humanity is united.  

 

 To understand that the major religions teach that 

we have a duty to work for peace and justice in our 

world. 

 

 To understand that as human beings, the world 

religions teach that we have a responsibility for 

helping those in need 

Design 
Technology 

Ancient Greece 

 

 To know the architect Sir Robert Smirke and name 

two or more of his buildings – British Museum, The 

Royal Mint, and The British Library. 

 
 To plan and build model of new museum in style of Sir 

Robert Smirke - Linked to Art scheme – Greek inspired 

architecture. 

Conflicts – WWI + Churchill Hitler 

 

 To be able to work out ratios in recipes to be able to 

adapt them for appearance, taste, texture, aroma and 

different cultures. 

 

 To be able to use a technique that involves a number of 

steps – To bake Bread and Butter Pudding (Linked to 

text Private Peaceful – WWI topic) 

 To know how people were able to protect themselves 

during a WW2 bombing raid – Anderson and Morrison 

shelters 

To know how to investigate, plan and build a scaled model of a 

Morrison bomb shelter to fit a toy doll. 

Britain since 1948 

 

 To apply their understanding of computer 

programming to program, monitor and control a 

product – robot to patrol an area in a new town. 

 

 To be able to use a technique/ algorithm that involves 

a number of inputs. 

 

 To know who invented various forms of transport …  

-Bike, Car, Plane, Train – Linked to Year 5 Victorians 

  

PSHCE 

Class charter/ rules 

 

 To contribute to a set of class rules  

 

Online safety 

 

 To be able to look out for warning signs regarding 

online safety 

 

 To become more aware of how to behave on the 

internet. 

 

 To know what people to trust online.  

 

 To think critically about online content.  

 

‘3 ‘R’s’ - Recognise/ respond/ risk 

 

 To recognise different types of drugs – legal and illegal  

 

 To understand that even legal drugs can be harmful – 

smoking and alcohol. 

 

 To know about the reasons why people use drugs; managing 

situations and peer influence 

 

 To know that mixed messages about drug use in the media 

exist and that these can influence opinions and decisions 

Me, myself, you 

 
 To identify manners and courtesy  

 

Life skills 

 
 To understand what an emergency situation is and 

when to call 999  

 

 Heartstart  

 

Mind and body 

 

 To recognise that all of us need multiple ways to 

manage difficult emotions.  

 To help young people think about changes they could 

make which would help their coping skills. 
 

 To understand that some worries can’t actually harm 

us even if it feels like they might. 



Playing safe 

 

 To be able to identify how they can support 

themselves 

 

 To identify the dangers around them and how their 

bodies react to them. 

 

 To understand the traffic light model and apply risk 

and/ problems to it. 

 

To use the model to manage risks and problems. 

 To recognise when they are subjected to peer pressure  

 

 To understand that their peers can influence their 

decisions  

  

 

 

 To begin to understand how they can best manage 

their worries and scares. 

 

Changing bodies 

 

To explore, puberty, relationships, and contraception 

(delivered by school nurse).  

Physical 
Education 

Physical 

-Football 

-Gymnastics  

-Dance 

-Health Related Exercise 

 

Thinking 

-Predict and Anticipate  

-Self-assess 

-Problem Solving 

-Evaluation 

 

Social  

-Integrity 

-Cooperation 

-Communication 

-Self-motivation  

Physical 

-Hockey 

-Orienteering 

-Basketball  

-Tennis  

 

Thinking 

-Share previous knowledge 

-Problem Solving  

-Reasoned Decisions  

 

Social 

-Respect 

-Encouragement 

-Honesty 

-Responsibility  

Physical 

-Rounders 

-Athletics 

-Cricket  

 

Thinking 

-Reasoned Decisions  

-Suggest Improvements 

-Reflection  

 

Social 

-Communication 

-Support others 

-Listen to others 

-Respect 

 

*More detailed lesson plans / objectives can be found 

within the Complete PE scheme* 

Music 

 Happy 

Style: Pop / Neo Soul  

Theme: Being Happy! 

 

 Classroom Jazz 2 

Style: Bacharach and Blues 

Theme: Jazz, improvisation and composition 

 A New Year Carol 

Style: Classical or Urban Gospel 

Theme: Benjamin Britten’s music and cover versions 

 

 You’ve Got A Friend 

Style: 70s Ballad / Pop 

Theme: The Music of Carole King 

 Music and Me 

Create your own music inspired by your identity 

and women in the music industry 

 

 Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

Style: Classical 

Theme: The history of music, look back and consolidate 

your learning, learn some of the language of music 



French 
KS2 

Masculine nouns e.g. 

un abricot, un bison, un cerf, un chapeau, un château, un 

citron, un corbeau, un crabe, un crapaud, un dauphin, un 

drapeau, un écureuil, un pigeon, un garçon, un géranium, un 

guépard, un hanneton, un hérisson, un héron, un hibou, un 

kangourou, un koala, un marteau, un moineau, un poney, un 

requin, un seau, un serpent, un scorpion, un taureau, un 

train, un wapiti . 

Feminine nouns e.g. 

une autruche, une cerise, une cigale, une fleur, une fraise, 

une gazelle, une girafe, une groseille, une guêpe, une 

hirondelle, une myrtille, une orange, une prune, une puce, 

une taupe, une tortue. 

Verbs in the infinitive form : 

siffler 

ronfler 

se cacher 

se promener 

lire 

dormir  

Conjugated forms in the présent (present tense) :  

il/elle siffle ; ils/elles sifflent 

il/elle ronfle ; ils/elles ronflent 

il/elle se cache ; ils/elles se cachent 

il/elle se promène ; ils/elles se promènent 

il/elle lit ; ils/elles lisent 

il/elle dort ; ils/elles dorment 

il/elle lisait ; ils/elles lisaient 

il/elle dormait; ils/elles dormaient 

Conjugated forms in the passé composé (perfect tense): 

j’ai/ tu as/ il a/ elle a entendu 

j’ai/ tu as/ il a/ elle a vu 

Conjugated forms of aller as part of le futur proche (near 

future tense): 

je vais/ il va/ elle va + infinitive 

Adverbs of place/ sentence starters e.g. 

dans la rue 

dans les bois 

dans la forêt 

derrière un buisson 

Adverbs of time 

Aujourd’hui 

Hier 

Ce matin 

Cet après-midi 

Ce soir 

Le week-end dernier 

La semaine dernière 

À (+ clock time) 

Il y a une demi-heure 

Le week-end prochain 

La semaine prochaine 

Dans une demi-heure 

Telling the time - analogue clock 

Quelle heure est-il ? 

Il est une heure, deux heures, trois heures, etc 

… cinq, … dix, … et quart, … vingt, … vingt-cinq, … et 

demie, … moins vingt-cinq, … moins vingt, … moins  le 

quart, … moins dix, … moins cinq. 

Il est midi, il est minuit… et demi. 

Relative pronoun 

qui (e.g. un cochon qui chante) 

Times Tables 

Revision of 2x, 3x, 5x, introduction of 10x, 4x, 6x 

Numbers 61 - 100 

61 - 70 

soixante et un, soixante-deux, soixante-trois, soixante-

quatre, soixante-cinq, soixante-six, soixante-sept, 

soixante-huit, soixante-neuf, soixante-dix. 

71 - 80 

soixante et onze, soixante-douze, soixante-treize, 

soixante-quatorze, soixante-quinze, soixante-seize, 

soixante-dix-sept, soixante-dix-huit, soixante-dix-neuf, 

quatre-vingts. 
 

 


