
John E. Batty Primary 
Year Group Termly Overview 

Year 2 

Subject / 
Area 

Autumn Spring Summer 

Science 

Animals Including Humans 

   

-To know what the basic needs of animals are, including 

humans, for survival (water, food, air, warmth)  

  

-To know that exercise is important to humans to keep 

them healthy.  

  

-To know that animals, including humans, have offspring 

which grow into adults.  

  

-To know about the importance of hygiene for humans.  

  

-To know about the importance of eating balanced 

amounts of different types of food.  

 

Uses of Everyday Materials 

 
-To identify and discuss a range of materials. Closely observe, 

test, and compare a variety of materials. 

 

-To sort materials according to their properties, and label 

materials used for different purposes. 

 

-To identify and compare the suitability of a variety of 

everyday materials, including wood, metal, plastic, glass, brick, 

rock, paper, and cardboard for particular uses. 

 

-To know some materials are used for many things- observe, 

test, and compare a variety of materials. 

 

-To investigate how shapes of solid objects made from some 

materials can be changed by squashing, bending, twisting, and 

stretching. 

 

Living things and their habitats 

 

-To explore and compare differences between things that are 

living, dead and never been alive. 

 

-To sort and classify according to criteria. 

 

-To identify and name a variety of plants and animals in their 

habitats including micro-habitats. 

 

-To describe how animals obtain food from plants and other 

animals. Create simple food chains including sources of food. 

 

-To understand that most living things live in habitats they 

are suited to. 

 

-To understand different habitats provide for basic needs of 

plants and animals and how they depend on each other. 

 

Plants 

 

-To find out and describe how plants need water, light, 

and a suitable temperature to grow and stay healthy. 

 

-To observe how bulbs/seeds grow into adult plants. 

 

-To set up comparative tests, observe, record, and 

conclude. 

  



History 

WWI – Remembrance 

 

-To know that WWI happened about 100 years ago. 

 

-To know why the War was called a World War, and 

understand what this means 

 

-To know that soldiers were made to go to war and leave 

their homes. 

 

-To know about the conditions the soldiers thought in 

and particularly about the battlefields, no man’s land and 

the trenches. 

 

-To know how artefacts from this period can help us 

understand what life was like during WWI. 

 

-To know how pictures can help us to understand about 

the past. 

 

-To know the War ended at 11 o’clock on the 11th Day of 

the 11th Month (November). 

 

-To know why the red poppy is used as a symbol to 

remember those who have fought in past wars and 

understand the significance of the two-minute silence. 

 

-To know how people nationally commemorate the end of 

WWI, including how the Queen does this in London.  

 

-To know the meaning of cenotaph, remembrance, 

armistice, and wreath.  

 

Great Fire of London (1666) 

 

-To know that the Great Fire of London happened in 1666 just 

over 300 years ago. 

 

-To know that King Charles II was on the throne at the time 

of the fire. 

 

-To know that the fire started in a bakery in Pudding Lane. 

 

-To know how the weather (Previous dry warm days and strong 

winds) helped the fire spread quickly. 

 

-To know that the fire spread quickly because the houses 

were made from wood and the streets were narrow.  

 

-To know how constructions compare with modern housing. 

Compare images of London from this period with modern day – 

How have the significant buildings change? 

 

-To now about the firefighting equipment used at the time and 

be able to compare this with modern ways of fighting fires. 

 

-To know that the King ordered that firebreaks be made by 

pulling houses down using hooked poles and later gunpowder 

used to make bigger breaks. 

 

-To know how people fled to the River Thames to escape. 

 

-To understand the significance of Samuel Pepys and Sir 

Christopher Wren.  

 

-To know how pictures of artefacts, historic paintings and 

drawings can help us to understand about past events – asking 

questions drawn from these sources. 

 

-To know that St. Paul’s Cathedral was destroyed in the fire. 

James Cook – Comparison with Neil Armstrong 

 

-To know that James Cook was a British Explorer who 

discovered Australia and claimed it for Britain. 

 

-To know that Captain James Cook lived about 300 -

years ago 

 

-To know that James Cook was born near Redcar, grew 

up and learnt to become a sailor in the local area. 

 

-To know that using sailing ships was the only way of 

travelling long distances in the time of James Cook. 

 

-To know that James Cook discovered Australia for the 

Europeans in his sailing ship called The Endeavour.  

 

-To know some details about what life was like on sailing 

ships during this period e.g., food, sleeping 

arrangements, daily jobs, rules, and punishment. 

 

-To know that people already lived in Australia before 

Captain James Cook discovered it. 

 

-To know how artefacts, monuments and pictures from 

the period can help us to understand about the past. 

 

-To know that Neil Armstrong was an astronaut who was 

the first man on the moon. 

 

-To know some details about the first landing on the 

moon including how they travelled there, how they 

walked on the moon and daily life in the space rockets. 

 

-To know how to compare aspects of two peoples’ lives 

and endeavours comparing similarities and difference 

between such aspects as, communication, traveling into 

the unknown, technical skills, bravery, confidence, daily 

life, and impact on others. 

Geography 

Continents and Countries 

 

-To know the names of the seven continents 

 

-To be able to locate the Arctic and Antarctica 

 

-To know the names of the five oceans 

 

-To know hot and cold weather areas in relation to the 

equator and the north and south poles 

 

London Our Capital City 

 

-To know the names of the four UK countries and their capital 

cities  

 

-To know the names of some other UK cities 

  

-To know where London is on a map and describe its location  

 

-To know the names of some famous landmarks in London  

 

Australia 

 

-To know that Australia is both a country and one of the 

seven continents  

 

-To know the geographical location of Australia 

(southern hemisphere)  

 

-To know the names of some famous landmarks and 

features in Australia  

 



-To know some geographical features and 

characteristics of each continent  

 

 -To identify a country in each continent  

-To know and describe some geographical features of London  

 

-To know the 4 compass points - North, South, East and West 

 

-To know how to use 4 figure grid referencing to locate 

landmarks in London 

 

 -To know what the weather is like in London and how this 

impacts on human activity 

-To know what the climate is like in Australia  

 

-To know the names of some unique Australian animals  

 

 -To know some similarities and differences between 

a town in Australia and Redcar – such as position in 

world, climate, and physical/human characteristics 

Art and 
Design 

Digital art 

 

-To design and create a tartan pattern using line tool on 

2simple paint programme (Katie Morag) 

 

Artist – Giuseppe Arcimboldo 

 

-To create a self-portrait in the style of Arcimboldo 

using ICT and chalk pastels.   

 

Poppy landscape 

 

-To use oil pastels to create a simple picture of a poppy 

field. Use paint to create a wash for the sky.  

 

-To use 2simple paint programme to create a poppy 

image using a range of tools for artistic effect.  

 

-To manipulate clay to create a poppy with four petals. 

Paint in red and black. 

 

Great Fire of London 
 
-To create a skyline picture of London in 1666.  

 
London landmarks 

 
-To sketch famous London landmarks such as Tower Bridge, 
Buckingham Palace, Big Ben, London Eye etc.  
 

-To use photographs to observe and draw using increasing 

pencil control. 

James Cook 
 
-To complete observational drawings of artefacts from 
the Captain Cook Birthplace Museum.  
 

-To use recycled materials to create a simple landscape 

(collage) 

 
Australia 

 
-To study aboriginal art using dot painting.  
 

 -To create a painting in the style of aboriginal art.  

Religious 
Education 

Christianity 

 

-To identify how people care for each other and suggest 

people who care for us. 

 

-To demonstrate familiarity with some key value such as 

love, care and forgiveness which influence how 

Christians live their lives. 

 

-To explain the religious meaning of a story. 

 

-To work with others to produce own version of a 

parable or story which shows understanding of its 

content and meaning. 

 

-To recognise that Christians try to follow Jesus’ 

example. 

 

-To understand how Christians apply the teachings of 

Moses 

 

-To develop knowledge of Moses as one of the key figures in 

Judaism. 

 

-To learn how Moses was chosen to be a leader of the Jews. 

 

-To talk about the feelings and emotions experienced by 

Moses when he was called by God to be a leader. 

 

-To become familiar with aspects and events of Moses’ life. 

 

-To recognise the Torah as a Holy book for Jews. 

 

-To understand that the Torah teaches Jews how God wants 

them to live. 

 

The Bible 

 

Churches 

 

-To identify the main features of a church. 

 

-To understand the need to show respect for other 

people and places of worship. 

 

-To experience and describe the atmosphere of a 

church. 

 

-To identify some of the artefacts in a church. Make 

connections between the features of a church and 

artefacts and the way they are used by Christians. 

 

-To identify the parts of a church they think are 

important and begin to consider why. 

 

-To give simple explanations about why and how the 

building is special to Christians. 



Jesus in practical situations.  

 

-To give examples of ways in which Christians help 

others. 

 

-To describe and respond thoughtfully to some aspects 

of special celebrations. 

 

Sukkot 

 

-To recognise the way some key events in Jewish history 

are commemorated through festivals. 

 

-To be familiar with some key events in Jewish history. 

 

-To identify different kinds of lights 

 

Christmas 

 

-To reflect on why Christmas is a special time 

 

-To identify symbols of light in the Christmas story 

 

-To retell what happens at a religious service and begin 

to think about some of the symbolism. 

 

-To begin to explain meanings of some religious symbols 

and services. 

 

-To suggest meanings in religious symbols. 

-To talk about own ideas of what ‘special’ means. 

 

-To be aware of the Bible as a special book for Christians. 

 

-To understand the Bible is a sacred/holy book which forms 

the basis of the Christian Faith. 

 

-To identify that the Bible is used by Christians in their life 

and worship. 

 

-To understand that religious ideas, beliefs and feelings can 

be expressed through the Bible. 

 

-To identify the significance of special texts both to 

themselves and to Christians. 

 

Easter 

 

-To know the Easter story and begin to realise its significance 

for Christians. 

 

-To begin to identify and understand the symbolism of 

particular items. 

 

-To identify ways in which Christians celebrate Easter. 

 

-To know that Good Friday is the anniversary of the 

Crucifixion. 

 

-To describe how a paschal candle is used in the Easter vigil. 

 

 -To compare and contrast the church on Good Friday and 

Easter Sunday and recognise the significance of Easter 

Sunday. 

 

Saints 

 

-To begin to consider how and why people pray. 

 

-To understand the impact of religious faith on a person. 

 

-To explore how the way he/she lived showed faith in 

God. 

 

-To understand how the faith of the person affected / 

still affects the lives of other people. 

 

-To respond to stories of faith. 

  

Design 
Technology 

Food Technology – Healthy Sandwich/Wrap 

 

-To discuss a healthy diet – look at the ‘balanced plate’ 

model of food groups.  

 

-To evaluate a range of bought sandwiches/wraps.  

 

-To taste different breads/wraps and ingredients.  

 

-Record opinions on taste, appearance, smell and texture. 

 

-To use a knife safely for slicing and cutting.  

 

-To design a sandwich / wrap choosing from ingredients 

provided.  

Wheels and Axles – Fire Engines 

 

-To examine a range of vehicles including fire engines.  

 

-To look at pictures of fire engines from 1666.  

 

-To identify different parts of vehicles, wheel, axle etc.  

 

-To practise Use a range of finishing techniques.  

 

-To design a fire engine. 

 

-To collect equipment including tools and joining components.  

 

-To make and evaluate against design criteria. 

Textiles – Puppets  

 

-To explore a range of puppets, their features, what 

materials are used and what they are used for.  

 

-To learn different sewing techniques to use when 

creating a puppet.  

 

-To design their own glove puppet for a particular 

purpose. 

 

-To follow designs to create a glove puppet using 

appropriate materials.  

 

-To share and demonstrate their puppets  



 

 -To make sandwich or wrap and evaluate. 

 

 -To evaluate puppets against design criteria  

PSHCE 

Me, Myself, You 

 

-To recognise that we belong to a community 

 

-To understanding similarities and differences in people  

 

-To recognise feeling safe and unsafe 

 

-To identify things I am good at 

 

Mind and Body 
 

-To understand the benefits of exercise 

 

-To understand different emotions  

 

-To know where emotions are felt 

 

-To understand the importance of sleep 

 

Setting Goals 

 

-To be able to set a personal goal  

 

Health / Drugs Education 

 

-To understand how to stay safe around medicines 

 

-To understand how to keep healthy  

  

Online Safety 

 

-To understand how to stay safe online  

 

-To know what not to share online 

 

Staying Safe 

 

-To know when to use 999 (Heartstart) 
 

-To identify body parts (Lucinda and Godfrey) 

 

-To understand basic aspect of road safety 

 

-To understand how to stay safe in the sun  

 

-To understand important aspects of stranger danger 

Physical 
Education 

Physical  

 

-Locomotion - Dodging 

-Dance 

-Ball Skills - Control 

-Gymnastics  

 

Thinking 

 

-Problem Solving  

-Imagination 

-Language to Communicate 

-Curiosity  

 

Social 

 

-Respect 

-Listening to others 

-Self-belief 

-Courage 

Physical  

 

-Dance 

-Ball Skills – Sending and Receiving  

-Spatial Awareness  

-Team Building  

-Ball Skills – Throwing  

 

Thinking 

 

-Curiosity 

-Predict and Anticipate 

-Reasoned decisions 

-Concentration  

 

Social 

 

-Encouragement 

-Respect 

-Teamwork  

-Determination 

 

Physical  

 

-Balance and Coordination 

-Locomotion - Jumping 

-Games for Understanding 

-Swimming 

 

Thinking 

 

-Question / Investigate 

-Curiosity 

-Reasoned decisions 

 

Social 

 

-Taking turns 

-Honesty 

-Fairness  
 

*More detailed lesson plans / objectives can be found 

within the Complete PE scheme* 

 

 

 

 



Music 

 Hands, Feet, Heart 

Style: Afropop, South African 

Theme: South African music 

 

 Ho, Ho, Ho 

Style: A song with rapping and improvising for 

Christmas 

Theme: Festivals and Christmas 

 

 I Wanna Play in a Band 

Style: Rock 

Theme: Playing together in a band 

 

 Zootime 

Style: Reggae 

Theme: Reggae and Animals 

 

 Friendship Song 

Style: Pop 

Theme: A song about being friends 

 

 Reflect, Rewind and Replay 

Style: Classical 

Theme: The history of music, lookback and consolidate 

your learning, learn some of the language of music 

 


