
 John Emmerson Batty Primary School Knowledge Mat  

Year 2: Science - Living Things and their Habitats 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Memorable Image Exciting Books 

living 
Something is living if it reacts its’ 
surroundings, grows, reproduces, feeds, 
breathes, and gets rid of waste.  

  

 

dead Something is dead if it is no longer alive. 

habitat 
A habitat is a natural environment or home of 
a variety of plants and animals.  

 
Sticky Assessment Knowledge 

micro-habitat 
A micro-habitat is a very small habitat, for 
example for woodlice under stones, logs or 
leaf litter. 

☐ I know the differences between things that are living, 
dead, and things that have never been alive.  Useful Websites 

plant 
One of a large group of living things that 
use sunlight to make their own food. Most 
plants have leaves, stems, roots and either 
flowers or cones. 

☐ I know that most living things live in habitats to 
which they are suited.  BBC Bitesize  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/z688
2hv/articles/zs73r82  
 
Food Chain Game  
https://www.sheppardsoftware.com/conten
t/animals/kidscorner/games/foodchaingam
e.htm  

animal 
One of a large group of living things that 
can move around by themselves to find 
food.  

☐ I can identify and name a variety of plants and 
animals in their habitats, including micro-habitats. 

food 
Anything that contains nutrients and is 
eaten by living creatures in order to 
maintain life, health, and growth. 

☐ I can describe how animals obtain their food from 
plants and other animals, using the idea of a simple 
food chain, and identify and name different sources 
of food. 

food chain A sequence of living things in which each 
serves as food for the next. 

☐ I can describe how different habitats provide for the 
basic needs of different kinds of animals and plants, 
and how they depend on each other. carnivore An animal that eats meat (the flesh of 

other animals).  Misconceptions and Facts 

herbivore An animal that only eats plants.   
 Toys that are made to look alive such as 

teddy bears, and dolls are not living 
things.  

 Plants do not eat food. They use energy 
from the sun to make their own food.  

omnivore An animal that lives on a diet of both meat 
and plants.   
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