
 John Emmerson Batty Primary School Knowledge Mat  

Year Group 4: Art – String printing (Viking shields) 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Memorable Image Exciting Books 

markings 
Coloured lines, shapes or patterns on the 
surface of something, which help to 
identify it. 

 

    

design 
To plan and make a detailed drawing of 
something from which it can be created. 

technique 
A particular method of doing an activity, 
usually a method that involves practical 
skills. 

Sticky Assessment Knowledge 

pattern 
A repeated or regular way in which 
something happens or is done. 

☐ I can research the historical purpose and 
importance of Viking armour – specifically 
shields. 

Useful Websites 

media The materials and tools used by an artist. 
☐ I can investigate the markings/designs on Viking 

shields and understand their meanings.   

Thecuriousprintmaker.co.uk 
https://thecuriousprintmaker.co.uk/string
-prints/?ak_action=accept_mobile 
 
BBC Bitesize 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zty
r9j6/articles/zy9j2hv 

effects 
A change which is a result or consequence 
of an action or other cause. 

tone 
A tone is one of the lighter, darker or 
brighter shades of the same colour. 

☐ I can design my own Viking shield which can be 
created using two art techniques – string print 
and paint 

implement A tool or other piece of equipment. 
☐ I can use string on card to print the patterns on 

the shield – one colour. 
Misconceptions and Facts 

image 
If you have an image of something or 
someone, you have a picture or idea of 
them in your mind. 

☐ I can use paint to fill in the design using second 
colour. 

 People have been using string to 
create art since the 1960s. 

 Nordic art, or Viking art, was created 
to make the everyday object look 
special. Viking art was not aimed at 
anyone in particular; it was just 
popular culture at the time for 
everything to be decorated. 

  

☐ I know how to print using a range of media, 
techniques and colours with different effects – 
String printing using two colours for my own 
Viking shield design. 

  

☐ I know how to explore tone – looking at lighter 
and darker. 

☐ I know how to select and use a range of brushes 
and implements for mark making suitable to the 
size of image. 
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