
 John Emmerson Batty Primary School Knowledge Mat  

Year Group 4: Art (Roman Mosaics) 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Memorable Image Exciting Books 

mosaic 
A design which consists of small pieces of 
coloured glass, pottery or stone set in 
concrete or plaster. 

 

    

Digital 
image 

A picture that is stored on a computer. It 
has been digitised, which means it has been 
changed into a sequence of numbers that 
computers can understand. 

collage 
A picture that has been made by sticking 
pieces of coloured paper and cloth onto 
paper. 

Sticky Assessment Knowledge 

components 
The components of something is the parts 
that it is made of. 

☐ I can explain where Roman mosaics were found, 
what they were made from, how they were put 
together and what their purpose was 

Useful Websites 

sculpt 
To carve or shape something out of a 
material such as stone or clay. ☐ I can design and make mosaics using clay and 

card. 

Primaryhomeworkhelp.cp.uk 
http://www.primaryhomeworkhelp.co.uk/
romans/mosaics.html 
 
BBC.co.uk 
https://downloads.bbc.co.uk/history/hand
sonhistory/romans_mosaic.pdf 

texture 
The way something feels when you touch 
it, for example how smooth or rough it is. 

image A picture of someone or something. 
☐ I can use digital images in a collage or picture to 

create a repeating pattern. 

tessellate 
To construct, pave or inlay with a mosaic of 
small tiles. 

☐ I can change the colour on a digital image. Misconceptions and Facts 

ceramic 
Clay that has been heated to a very high 
temperature so that it becomes hard. 

☐ I can select materials and components suitable 
for a task from researched and tested materials.  Mosaics can be made out of 

absolutely anything. 
 

 In Roman times mosaics were used 
on walls and ceilings but most 
commonly used on floors. 

design 
To plan something and make a detailed 
drawing of it from which it can be built or 
made. ☐ I can sculpt clay using a range of tools and 

techniques such as printing onto clay and 
creating texture. 

technique A particular method of doing an activity. 
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