
 John Emmerson Batty Primary School Knowledge Mat  

Year 2: History - The Great Fire of London 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Memorable Image Exciting Books 

bakery 
a store in which baked goods, such as 
bread, cake, and pastry, are made or 
sold. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

thatch straw, palm leaves, or other dried plant 
material used as a roof covering. 

Samuel Pepys a famous diary writer  Sticky Assessment Knowledge 

King Charles II King Charles II was on the throne at 
the time of the fire.  

☐ I know that the Great Fire of London is a 
significant event which took place over 300 
years ago.  

Useful Websites 

Sir Christopher 
Wren 

an architect who redesigned London 
after the fire.  

☐ I understand some of the reasons why the fire 
spread so easily.  

BBC 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/teach/school-
radio/history-ks1-ks2-the-great-fire-of-
london/z4bft39  
 
Game – The Great Fire of London 
http://www.fireoflondon.org.uk/game/  

diary a daily record of a person's experiences 
and thoughts 

jetty 
The upper storeys of some Tudor 
houses were bigger than the ground 
floor and would overhang  

St. Paul’s 
Cathedral 

a large cathedral in London which was 
destroyed by the fire and had to be 
rebuilt.  

☐ I can explain the importance of King Charles II, 
Samuel Pepys, and Sir Christopher Wren.  

gunpowder a black powder that explodes when 
touched with fire. 

☐ I know the firefighting methods that were used 
to put out the Great Fire of London and 
understand how firefighting methods have 
changed over time.  

Misconceptions and Facts 

flammable able to catch on fire easily. ☐ I know how London changed after the fire and 
can explain the reasons for these changes.   After the fire, London had to be 

completely rebuilt.  
 We know details about the fire because 

Samuel Pepys wrote about it in his diary.  fire hook 
a long pole with a hooked metal head 
used especially in firefighting for 
tearing down walls or ceilings 

☐ I can explain how we know about the Great 
Fire of London from a variety of primary 
sources. 
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