
 John Emmerson Batty Primary School Knowledge Mat  

Year 2: History – Famous Explorers Captain James Cook 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Memorable Image Exciting Books 

voyage a long journey by air, land, sea, or 
outer space. 

  
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

discover to find or see before anyone else.  

Navy the part of a nation's military organization 
that conducts war on or over the sea.  Sticky Assessment Knowledge 

Endeavour Captain Cook’s first ship  ☐ I know who James Cook was and understand his 
significance to our local area. Useful Websites 

sail to move over water / travel on a boat  

☐ I know some important facts about James Cook’s 
life story.  

Life on the HMS Endeavour with 
James Cook  
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=pJnzP0
Dp3t8  
National Geographic Kids 
https://www.natgeokids.com/uk/discover/his
tory/general-history/captain-cook/  

Australia a country in the southern hemisphere 
that Captain James Cook discovered 

crew all the people who work on a ship 

explorer a person who explores an area that is 
not known. 

☐ I understand why Captain Cook is a significant 
person and why he is remembered.  

Neil Armstrong a famous explorer who was the first 
person to walk on the moon 

☐ I know some similarities and differences between 
James Cook and another explorer.  Misconceptions and Facts 

Captain James 
Cook 

a British explorer famous for his 
voyages at sea 

☐ I understand some key aspects of life on board 
Captain Cook’s ship.  

 James Cook was born in Marton a village 
near Middlesbrough which is not far from 
Redcar! 

 James Cook was a master at mapmaking, 
and he created the first accurate map of 
the Pacific Ocean. 

  
☐ I know what changed because of James Cook’s 

discoveries. 
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