
 John Emmerson Batty Primary School Knowledge Mat  

Year 1: Victorian Childhood (differences between now and then) 
Subject Specific Vocabulary Memorable Image Exciting Books 

timeline A display of a list of events in time order. 

 

 

Victorians 
The people who lived while Queen Victoria 
was on the throne as Queen of England. 

artefacts 
Objects made and used by people in the 
past. Sticky Assessment Knowledge 

chimney 
sweep 

A person, usually a child, who clears soot 
from chimneys. 

☐ I know some facts about Queen Victoria Useful Websites 

British 
Empire 

A group of countries ruled over by Great 
Britain. ☐ I can identify differences between our life now 

and life for children in Victorian times. 

BBC Bitesize: 
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/topics/zkrks
cw/articles/zfdkhbk 
 
Historical Association: 
https://www.history.org.uk/primary/catego
ries/lessons-the-victorians   

reign 
The time when a person is in power as a 
Queen or King. 

slate  
A piece of thin hard material such as rock 
that is used to for writing with chalk. 

☐ I know what artefacts are and how they can help 
us find out information about the past. 

cane 
A long stick that a Victorian teacher used to 
hit naughty children. 

☐ I know where to find information about the 
past. 

Misconceptions and Facts 

time period 
An amount of time when important events 
happened. 

☐ I know some of the jobs children did in the past 
and why they did them.  Children didn’t have to go to school in 

Victorian times. Many had to work to earn 
money for their families. 

 During Queen Victoria’s reign, Britain 
became the most powerful country in the 
world. 

 Queen Victoria reigned for 63 years. 

compulsory When you have to do something by law. 

☐ I can discuss the ways life has changed. 

rug beater 
A household cleaning tool, used to beat the 
dirt out of rugs and carpets. 
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