
JOHN EMMERSON BATTY PRIMARY SCHOOL  
WALNUT GROVE REDCAR TS10 3PG 

Head Teacher:  Mr. Martin Kitchen 

Tel: 01642 483697        

Fax: 01642 470572 

 

“Aim High…..Reach For Your Goal!” 
 

 
ACHIEVE  BELIEVE  CHALLENGE 

 
8th December 2020 

Dear Parent / Carer, 
With Great Thanks 

 
As we rapidly approach the Christmas Holidays, I thought it timely to once again thank the whole 
community for the support, tolerance and patience that is being shared each and every day. 
 
The children have been demonstrating magnificent attitudes towards their time in school, while 
showing great resilience and fortitude when having to have normal activities, play and other privileges 
necessarily restricted by the new rules in place. We thank them for this. 
 
Our incredible staff have been working harder than ever; doing tasks they have always done, but now 
in more challenging ways, whilst also being asked to learn new things and undertake new roles and 
duties which have added to their workload. All the staff have done this with kindness, without question 
and with a desire to do the best for the children and families they serve.  
 
Indeed, restructuring of how classes are covered to provide Preparation, Planning and Assessment 
(PPA) time for teachers shortly after half term has added further pressure on particular staff, with them 
either getting reduced PPA time or undertaking this duty when they would not have needed to before. 
Here the number of staff working across bubbles has been reduced in most classes to further reduce 
the chance of groups having to isolate. We remain eternally grateful for the whole teams efforts to 
ensure the children can be safely educated. 
 
For your information we will be adding two further teaching assistants to our staff after Christmas to 
help with our catch-up work, along with employing the support of an external teacher to work one to 
one (or in small groups) with children across school. Additional short term funding from the 
government is supporting us with this work. 
 
We would also like to thank the wonderful parents, carers and the extended family members that have 
shown incredible support and understanding for a school that has had to ask more from them and 
impose greater restrictions.  The support for home learning from the school community has been very 
much appreciated, as we know that juggling remote learning and home commitments is a real 
challenge. 
 
Finally I would like to thank the Local School Board members for continuing to provide the strategic 
oversight and for ensuring, through their monitoring that all necessary measures are in place to ensure 
the continued safe education of the children we serve. 
 
With the pantomime season sadly missing this year, I do a proverbial ‘slap of the thigh’ and ‘tip of my 
hat’ to say a personal great big thanks to each and every one of you. If we don’t see you before we 
break up, have a Merry Christmas and a Happy New Year. 

 
Yours sincerely, 

 
 
Martin Kitchen 
Head Teacher 


